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allopathy) and 'Ilaj-ba-misil' (similia similibus curenter, the
principle of homoeopathy).
By the age of sixteen he learnt many sciences; at the age
of 18 he became the physician of the Sultan of Bukhara. Gradu-
ally he wrote books and treatises on Medicine, Philosophy,
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Geology, Astronomy, The-
ology, Music.
His contributions : Observations on the close relation-
ship between emotions and bodily changes, i.e., physiological
psychology, physiology of sleep, importance of purifying drink-
ing water, climatic influence on disease, dietetics, animal ex-
periments, diseases like insanity, tetanus, tuberculosis, diabe-
tes, heart problems, pulse and urine examination, trigeminal
neuralgia (tic douloureux), meningitis, Breast milk and infants,
cosmetics, etc., Music as an integral part of therapy. He was
an obstetrician, too.
ENT (Ear Nose Throat) diseases are dealt with in his book,
Canon of Medicine.
Hence the highlights of his career as a philosopher,
literary genius, scientist, physician and writer deserve appre-
ciation.
Prior-to Avicenna, there was no systematic description
of diseases. His book 'Canon1 is renowned as a treasure of
wisdom. We are reminded of Aristotle, Hippocrates, Galen
and Plato whose thoughts are reflected in the life of Ibn Sina.